CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES
Department for Public Health
Division of Public Health Protection and Safety
(Amendment)

902 KAR 10:030. Registered environmental health specialists and sanitarians.

RELATES TO: KRS Chapter 13B, 194A.050(1), 211.090, 223.010, 223.020, 223.030,
223.060, [-]223.080, 223.990

STATUTORY AUTHORITY KRS 223.040, 223. 050 223 055 223 O70[Ghap£er—]§8—1—94—95&

NECESSITY FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 223.040, 223.050, 223.055 and
223.070[223-610-t6-223-080and 223-990] authorize the Cabinet for Health and Family Services
to establish minimum standards and qualifications for registered environmental health special-
ists and sanitarians. This administrative regulation provides uniform standards for registered en-
vironmental health specialists and sanitarians, [and] procedures for processing applications,
continuing education requirements, inactive status registration, and establishes [to—establish]

fees for examlnatlon and reglstratlon [Exeeutwee@#de#%%&—eﬁeeﬂve%uy—z—lg%—reer@amz-

Section 1. Definitions. (1) "Cabinet" is defined by KRS 223.010(1).

(2) "Cabinet representative”" means the secretary’s designee.

(3) "Committee" means the reqgistered environmental health specialists or sanitarian examin-
ing committee established in accordance with KRS 223.020.

(4) "Continuing education unit" or "CEU" means the completion of ten (10) hours of educa-
tional courses approved by the committee.

(5) "Secretarv" is deflned bv KRS 223 010(3)[A&used—m—th4saetn%n+straﬂve4egu4aﬂen—@en—

Section 2. Applications for Registration. (1) An applicant for registration as a reqgistered envi-
ronmental health specialist or sanltarlan shaII meet the quallflcatlons Ilsted in KRS 223. 030(1)

Section-3--Applicationsfor Registration:] Applications [ferregistration-as-aregistered-sanitar-

an] shall be submitted to the committee for_approval on the "Application for Registration”,

05/2020, incorporated by reference or available online at
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/emb/Pages/sanitarians.aspx.

(3) An application fee of fifty (50) dollars by money order, bank draft, or check made payable
to the Kentucky State Treasurer shall accompany each application.
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(4) After the committee has approved an application, and all the requirements provided by law

are fulfllled the appllcant can be scheduled to take the examlnatlon [appheaﬂen—feltms—fewegts—

Section 3[4]. Examinations. (1) The committee shall conduct examinations at least four (4)
times [enee] a year at such time and place as it may deem expedient.

(2) A passing score of at least seventy (70) percent must be achieved on the exam.

(3) Applicants failing to achieve a passing score may apply to retake the exam by submitting

another appllcatlon and fee [Ih&exammatten#tay—b&ettheperalﬁﬁmta%epbeth—me&eﬁh#ty

Section 4[5]. Issuance and Expiration of Certificates of Registration. (1) Upon successful
passmq of the examination as outllned in_Section 3 of thls admlnlstratlve requlatlon [After—the

the committee shall certlfy such fact to the secretary.
(2) The applicant shall be issued a registration card[—aheo-inturn-shall-issue a small card-to

the-approved-applicant] certifying that he or she holds a certificate of registration.
(3) Pursuant to KRS 223.040, an individual who receives an initial certificate of registration

must be under the direct supervision of a qualified reqgistered environmental health specialist or
sanitarian until the individual successfully completes an initial public health training program pro-
vided by the cabinet. Such training shall be offered at least twice per year at no cost to the train-
ee.

(4) The committee shall assign serial numbers to each certificate of registration.

(5) All registration certificates issued under the provisions of this administrative regulation
shall expire on June 30 following the date of issue, unless renewed by payment of a twenty (20)
dollar registration fee.

(6) The certification renewal fee shall be paid by money order, bank draft, or check made
payable to the Kentucky State Treasurer, or online at the Reqistered Sanitarian ePayment Web
site at https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/KYRegSan_ePay/.

(7) A late renewal fee of twenty (20) dollars will be assessed for all payments not received by

July 1.

Section 5[6]. Renewals and CEUs. (1) All reqgistered environmental health specialists and
sanitarians shall receive a written notice of certification renewal [

It shall be the duty of the secre-
tary—treasurer-of-the-committee-tonotify-allregistered-sanitarians] at least thirty (30) days prior

to the expiration date of their certificate.

(2) Before[thatthey-renew-theircertificate-of registration-asprovided-by-law. Effective July-1;
1992 before] the renewal of registration can be issued, the registrant shall [must] submit evi-

dence of having completed the required CEUs.
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(3) In addition to the public health training required by Section 4(3) of this administrative requ-
lation, individuals achieving initial registered environmental health specialist or sanitarian status
in_ any given fiscal year shall be required to submit evidence of having completed CEUs based
on the quarter of the fiscal year in which certification was attained:

(a) July 1 to September 30 — ten (10) CEUs required;

(b) October 1 to December 31 — seven (7) CEUs required;

(c) January 1 to March 31 — five (5) CEUs required; or

(d) April 1 to June 30 — no CEUs required.

(4) An application for CEU approval by the committee shall include the following:

(a) An outline or summary of the course content;

(b) Identity of the instructor or sponsor of the course; and

(c) A letter or certificate of completion from the instructor or sponsor certifying the applicant
satisfactorily completed the course; or

(d) Proof of attendance in the form of a copy of the course sign-in sheet or attendee roster.

(5) In-service educational conferences, courses, and seminars sponsored by professional and
industrial organizations, or governmental agencies which reqistrants attend or where they pre-
sent may qualify for CEUs.

(6) CEUs shall not be awarded for classes taught by the registrant or for mandatory employee
trainings provided by the registrant’'s employer that are not related to the fields of environmental
or public health, or specifically related to the duties, roles, and responsibilities of a registered en-
vironmental health specialist or sanitarian as determined by the committee.

Section 6. Extension for submitting CEUs. (1) A registrant may submit a written request to the
committee for an extension to acquire CEUs until September 30. This written request must:

(a) Be received by the committee on or before June 30; and

(b) Provide justification for the request.

(2) The committee may grant an extension beyond the September 30 deadline based on ex-
tenuating circumstances beyond the control of the registrant.

(3) Registrants shall be notified in writing by the cabinet representative of the committee’s de-
cision to grant or deny the September 30 extension.

(4) Failure to submit evidence of completion of the CEUs required in Section 5(3) of this ad-
ministrative regulation by the September 30 extension deadline will result in suspension of the
certificate of reqistration in accordance with Section 8 of this administrative requlation[ter—{(10)

contact hours approved by the committee].

Section 7. Inactivation of Certificates of Registration. (1) Persons requesting to have their cer-
tificates of registration placed in inactive status shall submit a written request to the committee
on or before June 30.

(2) A reqgistered environmental health specialist or sanitarian granted inactive status by the
committee shall be notified in writing.

(3) A reqistered environmental health specialist or sanitarian on inactive status shall be ex-
empt from the CEU requirements specified in Section 5 of this administrative regulation but not
exempt from the twenty (20) dollar renewal fee required under Section 4(5) of this administrative

reqgulation.

Section 8. Suspension and Revocation of Certificates of Registration. (1) Certificates of reqgis-
tration shall be suspended by the committee on July 1 for:

(a) Failure to remit payment for renewal by June 30 in accordance with Section 4 of this ad-
ministrative regulation;
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(b) Failure to submit evidence of completion of CEUs by June 30 in accordance with Section
5 of this administrative requlation; or

(c) Failure to request an extension for CEUs by June 30.

(2) Certificates of registration shall be suspended the next business day following the receipt
of the request for an extension in accordance with Section 6 of this administrative registration.

(3) Persons whose certificates of reqgistration have been suspended shall be sent a notice of
suspension by the committee.

(4)_If employed by the cabinet, a local health department, or a district health department, a
copy of the notice of suspension shall be provided to the employer.

(5) A reqgistered environmental health specialist or sanitarian with a suspended certificate of
reqgistration shall receive a written notice to appear before the committee at the next reqularly
scheduled committee meeting to provide justification for:

(a) Failing to remit payment by June 30; or

(b) Failing to submit evidence of completed CEUs by June 30 or by the extension granted by
the committee in accordance with Section 6 of this administrative regulation.

(6) Failure to appear before the committee at the next reqularly scheduled meeting shall be
grounds for the committee to recommend revocation of a certificate of reqistration to the secre-
tary.

(7)_A reqgistered environmental health specialist or sanitarian suspended for failure to remit
payment in accordance with Section 4, or CEUs in accordance with Section 5, by June 30, may,
at any time before the next regularly scheduled committee meeting, submit payment or evidence
of completed CEUs and be returned to active status without having to appear before the commit-
tee.

(8) In any action involving the revocation of a certificate of registration, the committee shall re-
fer the matter to the secretary.

(a) Prior to revocation, the committee shall send a notice of revocation to the last known ad-
dress available to the committee; and

(b) The notice of revocation shall include the option for the certificate holder to submit a re-
quest for an administrative hearing within ten (10) days of the notice to show cause as to why
their certificate should not be revoked.

(9)[Fhe—committee—is—authorized-to-set-the-time—and-place—ofa—hearing:] All administrative
hearings shall be conducted in accordance with KRS Chapter 13B[902 KAR-1:400]

(10) Persons who have their certificate of reqistration revoked solely for failure to remit re-
newal payment or submit required CEUs may reapply for reqistration by submitting an applica-
tion and fee in accordance with Section 3 of this administrative requlation and by successfully
completing the examination.

(11) Upon revocation of a registered environmental health specialist or sanitarian certifica-
tion by the secretary for causes established in KRS 223.070, the person shall:

(a) No longer be eligible to serve as a registered environmental health specialist or sanitari-
an in the Commonwealth; and

(b) Cease and desist practice.

(12) If employed by the cabinet, a local health department or a district health department, a
copy of the notice of revocation shall be provided to the employer.

Section 9[8]. Expenditure of Funds. Expenditures for examinations, clerical expenses, training
and reference materials, including approved home study courses, and for affiliation with any na-
tional sanitarian registration organization, may be made out of the trust and agency fund created
by KRS 223.050.
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Section 10. Material Incorporated by Reference. (1) "Application for Regqistration", 05/2020,
is incorporated by reference.

(2) This material may be inspected, copied, or obtained at the Department for Public Health,
275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30

p.m.

STEVEN J. STACK, MD, MBA, Commissioner
ERIC C. FRIEDLANDER, Secretary

APPROVED BY AGENCY: July 9, 2020

FILED WITH LRC: July 15, 2020 at 9 a.m.

PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: A public hearing on this administra-
tive regulation shall, if requested, be held on September 28, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. in Suites A & B,
Health Services Building, First Floor, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621. Indi-
viduals interested in attending this hearing shall notify this agency in writing by September 21,
2020, five (5) workdays prior to the hearing, of their intent to attend. If no notification of intent
to attend the hearing is received by that date, the hearing may be canceled. This hearing is
open to the public. Any person who attends will be given an opportunity to comment on the
proposed administrative regulation. A transcript of the public hearing will not be made unless a
written request for a transcript is made. If you do not wish to be heard at the public hearing,
you may submit written comments on this proposed administrative regulation until September
30, 2020. Send written notification of intent to attend the public hearing or written comments on
the proposed administrative regulation to the contact person. Pursuant to KRS 13A.280(8),
copies of the statement of consideration and, if applicable, the amended after comments ver-
sion of the administrative regulation shall be made available upon request.

CONTACT PERSON: Donna Little, Deputy Executive Director, Office of Legislative and
Regulatory Affairs, 275 East Main Street 5 W-A, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621; phone 502-564-
6746; fax 502-564-7091; email CHFSregs@Xky.gov.

REGULATORY IMPACT ANALYSIS AND TIERING STATEMENT

Contact person: Julie Brooks or Donna Little

(1) Provide a brief summary of:

(a) What this administrative regulation does: This administrative regulation provides uniform
standards for registered environmental health specialists and sanitarians, procedures for pro-
cessing applications, continuing education requirements, inactive status registration, and estab-
lishes fees for examination and registration.

(b) The necessity of this administrative regulation: This administrative regulation is neces-
sary to ensure all those engaged in environmental health activities are properly registered with
the cabinet.

(c) How this administrative regulation conforms to the content of the authorizing statutes:
KRS 223.040, 223.050, 223.055, and 223.070 authorize the Cabinet for Health and Family Ser-
vices to establish minimum standards and qualifications for registered environmental health
specialists and sanitarians.

(d) How this administrative regulation currently assists or will assist in the effective admin-
istration of the statutes: This administrative regulation ensures all those engaged in environ-
mental health service activities are properly registered with the cabinet and adequately trained
to protect the health of the public.

(2) If this is an amendment to an existing administrative regulation, provide a brief summary
of:
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(a) How the amendment will change this existing administrative regulation: The amendment
to this administrative regulation increases the number of times per year the test for registration
is offered from once a year to four (4) times a year, clarifies the application and testing pro-
cess, incorporates the application form, outlines the process of the issuance, suspension, and
revocation of the registration, outlines the registration renewal process, including the yearly
continuing education requirements, incorporates the process for requesting an extension of re-
newal, increases the registration fee by eight (8) dollars, and includes the process for request-
ing inactive registration status.

(b) The necessity of the amendment to this administrative regulation: The amendment to
this administrative regulation is necessary to establish the application and registration renewal
process, and ensure those individuals engaged in environmental health services are properly
registered with the cabinet and adequately trained.

(c) How the amendment conforms to the content of the authorizing statutes: KRS 223.030
allows a currently registered environmental health specialist or sanitarian to apply for inactive
status in accordance with administrative regulation. KRS 223.050 authorizes the cabinet to es-
tablish an application and renewal fee in administrative regulation. KRS 223.055 authorizes the
cabinet to determine the continuing education requirements through administrative regulation.

(d) How the amendment will assist in the effective administration of the statutes: The
amendment to this administrative regulation will ensure registered environmental health spe-
cialists and sanitarians engaged in environmental health activities are properly registered with
the cabinet and obtain an adequate number of continuing education requirements, and allow
those individuals who are not actively engaged in environmental health activities to continue
the privilege of using the designation of registered environmental health specialist or sanitari-
an.

(3) List the type and number of individuals, businesses, organizations, or state and local
governments affected by this administrative regulation: Currently there are approximately 550
active and 220 inactive registered environmental health specialists or sanitarians in the state.
The committee receives approximately twenty (20) new applications each year.

(4) Provide an analysis of how the entities identified in question (3) will be impacted by ei-
ther the implementation of this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change, if it is an
amendment, including:

(a) List the actions that each of the regulated entities identified in questions (3) will have to
take to comply with this administrative regulation or amendment: All current registered envi-
ronmental health specialists or sanitarians will need to be aware of the increased registration
cost, continuing education requirements, and registration suspension and revocation proce-
dures. Those individuals whose registration is currently inactive will need to be aware of the
process for reactivating the registration.

(b) In complying with this administrative regulation or amendment, how much will it cost
each of the identities identified in question (3): The registration fee is increasing by eight (8)
dollars. There is also a late renewal fee of twenty (20).

(c) As a result of compliance, what benefits will accrue to the entities identified in question
(3): Those individuals will be able to continue the designation as such. The allowance to use
courses taught by the registered individual as continuing education requirements will help ease
the burden of meeting the required hours.

(5) Provide an estimate of how much it will cost the administrative body to implement this
administrative regulation:

(a) Initially: There is minimal cost associated with the amendment to this administrative
regulation. The examination test is being revised, and the cost associated with the revision is
an estimated $25,000.
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(b) On a continuing basis: There are minimal costs, less than $500 per year to continue this
program.

(6) What is the source of the funding to be used for the implementation and enforcement of
this administrative regulation: The source of funding is from annual fees collected from each
individual and the annual costs for the examination.

(7) Provide an assessment of whether an increase in fees or funding will be necessary to
implement this administrative regulation, if new or by the change, if it is an amendment: An in-
crease in funding is not necessary to implement the amendment to this administrative regula-
tion.

(8) State whether or not this administrative regulation established any fees or directly or indi-
rectly increased any fees. The fee for registration as a registered environmental health special-
ist or sanitarian is increasing to twenty (20) dollars. The fee for the examination is increasing to
fifty (50) dollars.

(9) TIERING: Is tiering applied? Tiering is not applied. While the continuing education re-
guirements are prorated based on the month of initial registration, all registered environmental
health specialists and sanitarians are required to obtain continuing education credits in order to
renew registration.

FISCAL NOTE ON STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

1. What units, parts or divisions of state or local government (including cities, counties, fire
departments, or school districts) will be impacted by this administrative regulation? This admin-
istrative regulation impacts the Division of Public Health Protection and Safety in the Depart-
ment for Public Health and all local health departments with employees registered as environ-
mental health specialists or sanitarians.

2. ldentify each state or federal statute or federal regulation that requires or authorizes the
action taken by the administrative regulation. KRS 223.040, 223.050, 223.055, and 223.070.

3. Estimate the effect of this administrative regulation on the expenditures and revenues of
a state or local government agency (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school dis-
tricts) for the first full year the administrative regulation is to be in effect.

(a) How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local gov-
ernment (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for the first year? The
increase in fees will generate an additional $6,000 in the first year for a total in revenue of
$15,400.

(b) How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local gov-
ernment (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for subsequent years?
The increase in fees will generate an additional $6,000 in subsequent years for a total in reve-
nue of $15,400.

(c) How much will it cost to administer this program for the first year? It will cost approxi-
mately $25,000 for revision to the examination and less than $500 for registration renewals.

(d) How much will it cost to administer this program for subsequent years? It will cost less
than $500 for the yearly registration renewal process.

Note: If specific dollar estimates cannot be determined, provide a brief narrative to explain
the fiscal impact of the administrative regulation.

Revenues (+/-):

Expenditures (+/-):

Other Explanation:
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